
 

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Can you even believe that our country is 250 years old?  Amazing! Chad and I did a lot of reminiscing during 

the weekend of the Fourth. We were pretty young during the bicentennial, and we each have pictures of our 

families wearing colonial garb. Our dads both wore tri-corn hats and knickerbocker-type pants (Mine in Park 

Ridge, Illinois, Chad’s in Lewistown, PA). Each of our moms wore a white poofy bonnet, and a long skirt with an 

apron.(Ditto the locations.) Chad can remember bits and pieces of Lewistown’s celebration, while I have zero 

memories of the celebrations in Park Ridge (but legend has it that I was the life of the party at age 2. But I 

digress…)  

 

I have always wondered if being an adult during that time felt a little bit unnerving. A lot went on in the 70’s that 

seem scary when I think about it as an adult. Watergate. The Vietnam War. The Iran hostage crisis. The lines at 

gas stations. It was a lot to worry about when you think about the changes that 200 years brought to our 

country. 

 

Now our nation has celebrated her semisesquicentennial. Just like 50 years ago at the bicentennial, there are 

plenty of things to worry about. Scandals everywhere you look. Political divisions that run deeper than the 

Grand Canyon. And I don’t know if you’ve heard about this, but everybody, and I mean *everybody* thinks that 

they are right. Things seem worrisome still, no matter where you stand.  

 

But when you think about it, most of the problems that we deal with today are the exact same problems that our 

parents and grandparents worried about…as far back as the folks in the tri-corn hats and the poofy white 

bonnets...and even back to their parents and grandparents in the old country and beyond. Some things never 

change: We love our kids and worry about their futures. We wonder about our health and hope that we’re doing 

okay. We hope that there are more good people than bad. We cherish our friends and our family and want the 

best for them.  

 

It’s entirely likely that you’ve done a fair amount of praying for our country and the world. But I wonder if we 

might redouble our efforts now that we’re the ripe old age of 250. Because the more we pray for America, the 

more we might find ourselves praying for all Americans. I know it sounds crazy to pray for people with whom we 

disagree. But it turns out, Jesus encouraged this sort of thing. In fact, he didn’t side with any political party.  

 

You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you: Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven, for 

He makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 

Matthew 5:43-45 

 

Now that we’re 250, I wonder if we might gain some of that hard-won wisdom that comes with age. I wonder if in 

the next 250 years, we might be mindful that God loves everybody who lives here, and everybody who lives in 

our whole world.  

Peace, tri-corned hats, white fluffy bonnets, and love for all Americans, 

Pastor Sarah 
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7-03  Autumn Firing 

7-04  Joan Voohrees 

7-11  Karena Weikel 

7-14  Jacob Romanic 

7-20  Nancy Joraskie 

7-25  Matthew Weller 

7-30  Lester Snyder, Jr. 

7-04  Mr. & Mrs. Lester Snyder, Jr. 

8-02  Scott Weikel 

8-03  James Karnes 

8-09  Debra Keefer 

8-18  Willie Marsh 

8-18  Brenda Reeder 

8-20  Nick Keiser 

8-25  Melissa Karnes 

8-29 James Shingara, Sr. 

8-29  Adam Swift, III 

8-31  Sarah Ethridge 

8-03  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Weikel 

8-08  Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Weller 

8-19  Mr. & Mrs. Terry Keefer 

8-28  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hardin 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10 S. SEVENTH STREET 

SHAMOKIN, PA 17872 

THE REV. SARAH HERSHBERGER 

OFFICE: (570)648-7534 

EMAIL:  gracelutheranch@yahoo.com 

WEBSITE: gracelutheranshamokin.org 

THE SERVICE: 10:00 A.M. 

  

STAFF 

Pastor                                     Rev. Sarah Hershberger                          

Secretary                                                 Sandee Cupp 

Organist                                                  Walter Boyer 

Choir Director                                         Charlene Pell   

Inside Sexton                                            Robin Orme 

Sexton                Willie Marsh 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

                    2026                                         2027             

Jeffrey Clutcher   Bill Hoffa                 Jill Heitzman 

           Craig Rhoades               2028  

                                      Pamala Rhoades       

                                                   

                           

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 

President                                             Jeffrey Cluther 

Vice President                                            Bill Hoffa          

Secretary                                                 Sandee Cupp 

Financial Secretary                                Debra Keefer 

Treasurer                                              Nancy Joraskie 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Altar Guild                                         

Christian Education                           Pamala Rhoades 

Fellowship Team                                 James Shingara 

Finance                                                Nancy Joraskie 

                                                           Gladys Shingara 

                                                                   Ron Weller 

Mutual Ministry                                  Bruce Romanic 

Property                                                      Bill Hoffa 

                                                                  Bill Joraskie 

                                                            Jeffrey Clutcher 

              Craig Rhoades 

Social Ministry                                    Bruce Romanic 

Worship & Music                                   Charlene Pell 

                                                                Sandee Cupp 

Youth                                              Rebecca Romanic      

 

                Rebecca Romanic 
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SERVERS FOR JULY 

 
DATE  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

7/5  Bruce Romanic 

7/12  Ron Weller 

7/19  St. Mark  

7/26  Jeanne & Bill Hoffa  

 

  ALTAR CARE 

7/5 Pam & Craig Rhoades 

7/12 Debbie Keefer & Karena Weikel 

7/19 Marsha Karnes 

7/26 Treva Madison & Joanne Templin 

 

HEAD USHER 

John Strausser 

 

 

 

SERVERS FOR AUGUST 

 
DATE  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

8/2  Bruce Romanic 

8/9  Jeffrey Clutcher   

8/16  David Kopitsky  

8/23  Jeanne & Bill Hoffa 

8/30  Pamala Rhoades 

 

  ALTAR CARE 

8/2 Shelley Faust & Jeanne Hoffa 

8/9 Pam & Craig Rhoades 

8/16 Debbie Keefer & Karena Weikel 

8/23     Marsha Karnes 

8/30 Treva Madison & Joanne Templin 

 

HEAD USHER 

John Strausser 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Building Fund Report 

MAY 2026 

Balance April 30, 2026    $1321.87 

Income 

 Green Envelopes 

  May 3 $140.00  

  May 10  $35.00

  May 17 $20.00 

  May 24 $20.00 

  May 31 $195.00 

 Total Income  $410.00 

New Balance  $1731.87 

Expenses 

 Kreco          $604.54  

Total Expense  $604.54 

Balance May 31, 2026               $1127.33 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Charlene Pell, Treasurer 
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JULY 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sunday 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 
 

2 34 
AA Meeting 

7 pm 

4 
 
 
 
 

5     
 

Worship 10 am 
 
 
. 

6 
 

Table Tennis 
6 pm 

 

7 
 

8 

 
 

9 
 
 

10  

 
AA Meeting 

7 pm 
 
 

11 

 

 
 

12  
 

Worship 10 am 
 

Healing Service 

13 
 

Table Tennis 
6 pm 

 
 
 

 15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17  
 

AA Meeting 
7pm 

 
 

18 
 
 

19 

Worship 10 am 
at St. Mark 
Elysburg 

 
 

20 

 
 Table Tennis 

6 pm 
 

21 22 
 
. 
 

23 
 

 

24 

 

AA Meeting 
7 pm 

25  

 

 

26 

 
Worship 10 am 

. 

27 
 
Table Tennis 

6 pm 

 

28  29 30 31 
 

AA Meeting 
7 pm 
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AUGUST 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sunday 

    
 
 

  

 

 

1 
 
 
 
 

2     
 

Worship 10 am 
 
. 

3 
 

Table Tennis 
6 pm 

 

4 

 

5 

 
 

6 
 
 

7  

 
AA Meeting 

7 pm 
 
 

8 

 

 
 

9   
Worship 10 am 

 
. Healing Service 

 

10 
 

Table Tennis 
6 pm 

 

11 

 
 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

14  
AA Meeting  

7 pm 
 

 

15 
 
 

16 
 

Worship 10 am 
 

17 

 
 Table Tennis 

6 pm 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
. 
 

20 
 

 

21 

 

AA Meeting 
7 pm 

22  

 

 

23  
Worship 10 am 

_______________ 

30 
Worship 10 am 

 

24 

 

__________

31 

25 26  27 28 
 

AA Meeting 
7 pm 

29 
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GENERAL FUND 

 

            Beginning Balance May 1, 2026        $      26,882.68   

 

           Receipts $      10,193.24 

 

 

         Expenditures $        9,455.79- 

 

  
        Ending Balance May 31, 2026 $      27,620.13  

                                   

 

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Treasurer’s Report 

MAY 2026 
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First National Bank 

5/1/2026 through 5/31/2026  
 

 

                   

16904 5/3/2026 Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA  $          291.66  

16905 5/3/2026 Augsburg Fortress  $          187.64  

16906 5/3/2026 TOPP Business Solutions  $            60.74  

16907 5/3/2026 Metro Pest Control Services, LLC  $            80.00  

Debit 5/5/2026 UGI  $          163.00  

Debit 5/6/2026 PPL Electric Utilities  $          212.64  

Debit 5/8/2026 Aqua PA  $            77.07  

Debit 5/8/2026 Aqua PA  $            23.99  

16908 5/13/2026 Augsburg Fortress  $            41.35  

16909 5/13/2026 Bloom Heating  $      3,210.94  

16910 5/13/2026 Pretty Petals & Gifts by Susan  $            37.50  

16911 5/13/2026 SCTJSA - (Sewer Authority)  $          100.00  

16912 5/13/2026 Weller, Ron  $          175.00  

16913 5/13/2026 Augsburg Fortress (Replacement-Lost Check #16865)  $                   -    

16914 5/13/2026 VOID  $                   -    

Debit 5/13/2026 PenTeleData  $          121.50  

Debit 5/13/2026 PPL Electric Utilities  $          209.66  

Debit 5/16/2026 Goodville Mutual Casualty Co.  $          606.00  

16915 5/24/2026 Boyer, Walter  $          525.34  

16916 5/24/2026 Cupp, Sandee  $          623.60  

16917 5/24/2026 Marsh, Willie  $          225.19  

16918 5/24/2026 Orme, Robin  $          437.06  

16919 5/24/2026 Hershberger, Sarah  $      2,045.91  

    

  Total  $      9,455.79  
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